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PREMIER’S STATEMENT 
Consideration 

Resumed from 9 April on the following question —  

That the Premier’s Statement be noted. 

MR P.D. OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood) [11.40 am]: In speaking to the Premier’s Statement today, I want to 
raise four matters. The first three are very important and the fourth one is probably a little less important. 
However, firstly, I want to talk about the safety and security of our energy supplies; secondly, the safety and 
security of our water supplies and; thirdly, the safety and security of food. As a matter of fact, I consider it so 
important that I believe we should hold a royal commission into those three very important utilities. In the past 
three or four weeks, Western Australia has had the greatest wake-up call it has had for almost a century. The gas 
crisis with us now is the result of poor planning and the lack of a contingency plan, and it could happen to the 
infrastructure of the other two utilities. It could have happened also under a conservative government.  

Western Australia is the nation’s largest producer of natural gas; it produces 70 per cent of gas and 68 per cent of 
oil and condensate. The state has an investment of $4 billion in more than 300 gas wells. We understand that the 
world demand for gas and oil will increase between 50 and 60 per cent by 2030. By 2015 demand will outstrip 
supply in Western Australia despite possibly producing between 100 million to 200 million tonnes. World 
production is almost at “peak oil”. Most members will know that the peak oil stage means we are using more oil 
than we produce. As of April this year, Western Australia’s terrestrial exploration for oil and gas consists of two 
onshore rigs in an area the size of the state of Texas, whereas in Texas there are more than 1 000 rigs. I have 
discussed this matter with the Premier. The issue of energy supply must be not only about gas and oil, but also a 
diversity of all the other renewable energies.  
The government is considering developing a hub on the Broome peninsula. I believe that the government’s 
current policy on hubs will lead to a security risk. I have been to Varanus Island three times and to Karratha. If 
any kind of explosion had occurred in the centre of those facilities, this state would have been crippled for not 
two or three months but for six to 12 months, and that would be a massive disaster for the state. The sort of 
explosion that occurred should not be allowed to happen again. The idea of a hub on the Broome peninsula is 
flawed, and proof of that is the situation on Varanus Island. Inpex Total, a Japanese and French consortium, 
wants to use the Maret Islands as its liquefied natural gas site. I understand the Deputy Premier is handling the 
matter on behalf of the government and dealing with the Kimberley Land Council and others. I believe that 
project should go ahead at the Maret Islands. I will tell members why: it is a $28 billion project. The Northern 
Territory government has taken the matter so seriously that its Chief Minister has been to France to talk to the 
management of Total, a 26 per cent owner of that project, and Inpex Total is looking seriously at locating in 
Darwin to refine its oil and gas. That would be economically a disaster for Western Australia, particularly when 
it comes to domestic gas. I understand Inpex Total has agreed to produce domestic gas up-front and possibly ship 
it to Dongara, regasify it and it pump it into the Dongara field. That is a good idea and it is something the 
government should seriously consider. I have doubts about the Deputy Premier’s ability to win this issue. It is in 
Western Australian waters and approximately 3 000 people will be employed on the construction phase. It is one 
of the biggest projects and one of the biggest fields in the Browse Basin that has been developed in WA. 
Woodside, Shell and others also have access to that basin.  
The issue of tight gas has been discussed in recent times concerning the area east of Dongara known as Erregulla 
and Erregulla West. There is tight gas in the Whitcher Range and coal seam gas in the mid-west. I think the 
government should reconsider building Collie B power station.  
Dr S.C. Thomas: Hear, hear!  

Mr P.D. OMODEI: The Collie A power station was built during the previous government’s term at huge cost. 
There is no doubt that there are economies of scale in building Collie B and ensuring we have a secure baseload 
power supply.  
The other issue that needs to be considered by the government is wave power. I refer to the Griffin Energy 
example off Jurien Bay and Carnegie, which is looking at a whole number of sites.  

Ms D.J. Guise: Excellent proposals; I agree entirely.  
Mr P.D. OMODEI: That proposal is for baseload power; not for all wind or all solar, for which battery power 
storage is a major issue. Geothermal power should also be considered. Already, to its credit, the government has 
released acreage for geothermal, gas and oil power. Anyone who heard Belinda Robinson, the head of the 
Association of Professional Engineers Australia, speak on the radio this morning would have heard her talk 
about the potential sites around the south of Western Australia, in the Great Australian Bight and the south west 
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corner. The challenge for us is to get those LNG projects from the drawing board to reality. There are issues with 
skilled labour, school-based apprentices and a range of other things.  
The issue of stranded gas fields is also something the government should be considering. Can I make a 
suggestion to the government? If the federal Labor Party decides to impose the condensate levy, the resulting 
$2.5 billion could be spent on infrastructure in Western Australia. We should be fighting the federal government 
for our share of that money so that we can spend some of it on, perhaps, ensuring we have a secure energy base 
in Western Australia.  
At the time of the APEA conference a large amount of acreage was released. I must say that I was disappointed 
that the Premier did not open the conference. Two thousand people attended it; it was the biggest conference on 
petroleum in the world. I think there were more opposition members there than government members. I could go 
on.  
The other issue I want to talk about is the potential to take liquefied natural gas down to Dongara and regasify it. 
Woodside is doing that in California. It is known as OceanWay, which involves converting LNG back into 
natural gas at sea. The regasification would go back through an underwater line, which is connected to buoys in 
the ocean, and be pumped back into the gas field. We would use the Parmelia gas line that is not being used to its 
full extent. They are some of the energy options that the government should be considering.  

Now we are facing an issue for which we can lay blame wherever we like. I think the litigation over the Varanus 
Island explosion will go on for years. The government and the people of Western Australia are facing a set of 
circumstances, and we should put our shoulders to the wheel. Joe Lenzo of the Property Council of Australia put 
it very well the other day when he suggested on radio that people around the state should play their part. I agree 
with him; I think it is a matter that transcends politics and that we should get on with sorting that issue out.  

I wanted to raise other issues in relation to food security. On the notice paper I have a number of motions 
concerning the price of milk and the price of other agricultural products, and the fact that the commonwealth 
government’s 11.5 c milk levy for a compensation package in the deregulation of the dairy industry should go 
back to farmers. Right now it is being levied at the processor level and it is coming out of farmers’ pockets. 
Originally, it was intended that that 11.5 c would be a subsidy from the consumer to pay compensation to 
farmers to get out of the dairy industry. It was a $1.8 billion project and that project must be nearing its end. I 
think the state government should lobby strongly to ensure that dairy farmers in Western Australia at least get — 

Mr A.D. McRae: I think it is the next financial year. 

Dr S.C. Thomas: It is the end of this year. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI: Yes, it is fairly close.  

Therefore, I think we need to start talking about it now and ensure that we encourage farmers to return to the 
dairy industry. We have gone from 500 dairy farmers to 250 dairy farmers and the price of milk obviously is — 

Dr S.C. Thomas: There are 200 now. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI: The member for Capel tells me there are 200 dairy farmers, so it is going south at a rate of 
knots.  
The cost of production is going through the roof right across the agricultural sector. The cost of fuel, as members 
well know, the cost of chemicals, the cost of fertiliser, the cost of DAP—diammonium phosphate—has gone up 
from $400 a tonne only a year ago to $1 400 a tonne, and it is increasing. Those costs will finish up causing 
farmers to leave the land. 
Mr A.D. McRae: Why has it gone up so much, member? 

Mr P.D. OMODEI: It is obviously tied to the cost of petroleum and chemicals that become fertiliser, and to the 
cost of the machinery as well. 

There is a crop known as the “no worries” crop that is now being perpetuated by a lot of companies right across 
Australia. That crop, of course, is blue gum or plantation trees. Given that those companies are involved in 
management investment schemes with tax deductions up-front, a lot of farmers, now even in my own electorate, 
are going into tree plantations. All that will do is escalate the price of food; it is inevitable. If we take into 
account carbon credits, which are just around the corner, there will be a huge impetus to go into plantation 
forests. Therefore, from a food security point of view the government must consider the cost of production, 
which is tied to energy, which, in turn, is tied to exploration, which is tied to skilled jobs—it is all intricately 
involved.  
That brings me to the issue, very quickly, of the Midland saleyards and the new saleyards at Muchea. The sale of 
one block of land at Midland produced $70 million. I understand that the new saleyards at Muchea will cost 
between $45 million and $50 million. I begged the Treasurer to put the tenders out for that project because at the 
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moment the people whom we met from the meat industry association tell us that the price of that saleyards 
project is going up by $400 000 a week. That sounds really huge to me. I do not know how accurate that figure 
is, but it is a significant number that the government needs to respond to. I have spoken to the member for 
Midland in relation to that issue, and I think everybody in the sector wants to see Treasury put out those tenders 
as soon as it possibly can. Therefore, we will get not only our new saleyards at Muchea, which is fundamentally 
important to the export beef industry and to the beef industry generally across the state, but also any surplus 
funds, bearing in mind that $70 million is already in the bank. The saleyards site is another 11 hectares, which is 
probably another $15 million or $20 million that the government can have at its fingertips to upgrade those yards 
at Katanning, Mt Barker and also at Boyanup or wherever the new south west yard will be. These issues are 
fundamentally important things that we should talk about in this Parliament. I have not even come to the issue of 
water yet. Whether these issues are examined by a royal commission or a series of standing committees, we need 
to look into those issues of food safety and security, given that Western Australia has the strongest safety 
guidelines for the production of food in this state. Those same safety guidelines do not apply to products 
imported from other countries, which we would have to depend on in the future. 

The issue of water is exactly the same. Western Australia has 14 surface water dams of varying ages. The state 
has sewers that are very, very old. There are large sewers underneath our cities and in our regional towns that 
could be another Varanus Island at any time. If we have a significant energy breakdown, the final result in a 
major event such as that is the sewers back up. Therefore, where we do not have gravity sewers, where we are 
pumping sewage, sewage will back up into homes. That has occurred in days gone by and I can tell members 
that it is a major issue for those people affected. Therefore, we must take a good look at the safety and security 
of those utilities in the state. Having been the shadow Minister for Resources for the past four or five years, and 
as a former Minister for Water Resources, I have a keen interest in these issues, and, of course, I have a very 
close interest in agriculture in this state.  

That brings me to the fourth issue, which is probably the least important issue but it is important to me. I have 
today advised the President of the Liberal Party in Western Australia that I will resign from the Liberal Party 
forthwith. As members know, I do not do this very lightly. As a matter of fact, it has tormented me, particularly 
over the past couple of weeks. There is no secret about it; I sought preselection to a position in the South West 
Region, and the party in its wisdom decided not to give me that position. That was difficult to accept as a former 
leader and a former member of the party. Just as an aside, the Shire of Manjimup this year is celebrating its 100th 
year of local government, and given that I am a former Minister for Local Government and the member for 
Warren-Blackwood, I find it difficult to accept that the people of Warren-Blackwood will not have a 
representative from the Liberal Party.  

I have made it very clear to the press who have hounded me over these issues since my unfortunate demise as the 
Leader of the Opposition—I have told them quite plainly—that I do not want to go out of this position in a bitter 
frame of mind. I was prepared to go quietly to the next election in the unwinnable position and get on with life. I 
could embark on a range of other opportunities. It has probably been brought to a head more so in the past week 
with the revelations of the member for South Perth and the manner in which the Leader of the Opposition has 
handled those. I do not want to attack or to be too critical of individuals, but as the Leader of the Opposition, I 
led the charge and attempted to censure the Premier on three different occasions for not dealing with the issues 
of the lobbyists—and we all know their names. When it came to our side and Hon Anthony Fels in relation to the 
mortgage brokers issue, I convinced Hon Anthony Fels to stand down. I did not sack him; he actually resigned 
those positions but the public think that I sacked him. Either way, as far as I was concerned, his position was 
untenable. Later in the piece, I sacked him from his positions because he was found guilty of misconduct by the 
Corruption and Crime Commission. They have been very difficult issues for me. However, in the past week, I 
could not in all consciousness stay with a party that I have served loyally over many, many years and see the 
way in which the Liberal Party has dealt with that issue. I think about Ian Campbell, who lost his position, and 
others who lost their positions, and really for me it is probably the last straw—I just will not tolerate the differing 
standards. I have been critical of the leader, and I stand by those comments. It is with great sadness today that I 
have chosen to write to the President of the Liberal Party in Western Australia and tender my resignation—with 
great regret. That means I will still be in Parliament until at least the next election, and between now and then I 
will decide what I will do with my career. I thank members for their forbearance. 

MR M.P. WHITELY (Bassendean — Parliamentary Secretary) [11.59 am]: I was unaware that this debate 
would come on quite so quickly and have not quite prepared for it as well as I had hoped to. Members will no 
doubt be aware of a pet issue of mine: namely, my concerns about attention deficit hyperactivity disorder 
medication and the over-reliance on medication. I have been fairly silent on the issue recently, largely because of 
the state government’s excellent efforts to address this issue, including the excellent initiative put in place 
whereby tighter prescribing accountability measures resulted in the official estimate of the number of children 
treated with stimulants for ADHD—that is, amphetamines—falling from about 17 000 in 2000 to about 7 000 in 
2006. The government has had some success with that initiative. The Premier also made an excellent 
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announcement in 2007 about the clinics that will be established—one in the northern suburbs and one in the 
southern suburbs, with the first of those clinics to be rolled out in April 2009. I have been fairly silent on this 
issue in recent times because the Carpenter government has done some great stuff and made some great progress, 
resulting in not only a significant decline in child drugging rates, but also a 40 per cent decline in the rate of 
amphetamine abuse by teenagers. Well done to the Carpenter government, and especially to the Premier and the 
Minister for Health, for taking these actions.  

I wish that I could be so complimentary about the federal government—I use the term generically to refer to both 
recent incarnations of the federal government. I have spoken about the Howard government’s performance in 
managing the drug Strattera; that is, atomoxetine hydrochloride, a drug about which I have spoken at some 
length previously. The Howard government’s performance was absolutely appalling. It made an incredible 
mistake when it allowed Strattera to be put on the pharmaceutical benefits scheme on 1 July 2007. That decision 
has had disastrous consequences. I predicted those consequences and I warned the Howard government about 
them, and they have all come to pass. I will talk about it in greater depth. However, we have had a change of 
government, and the new Rudd Labor government’s Minister for Health, Nicola Roxon, has inherited the 
decisions of the Howard government and it is now her responsibility to address the failings of the Howard 
government in this area. 

By way of background, Strattera—atomoxetine hydrochloride—is different from other ADHD drugs in that it is 
not an amphetamine-based drug. Because it is not amphetamine-based, it is not addictive and it does not have the 
same capacity for abuse and all the other problems associated with amphetamine-based drugs—problems I have 
spoken about at length in the past. That is a particular advantage of Strattera. However, the disadvantage is that 
Strattera is the only ADHD drug to carry a boxed warning—the highest possible warning—for suicidal ideation. 
That warning was initially put on in the United States, and from memory the Australian Therapeutic Goods 
Administration followed suit in about 2006. That boxed warning was made with a total absence of the publicity 
that I think the warning deserved.  

On 22 December 2006 I wrote to Tony Abbott, the then federal Minister for Health and Ageing, to outline my 
concern that the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme Advisory Committee had recommended that Strattera be 
included on the pharmaceutical benefits scheme. The anticipated cost of that PBS listing for Strattera was 
$101.2 million over four years. The cut-off point for ministerial discretion on such recommendations is 
$10 million, and because the amount was so extraordinarily large—$101.2 million over four years—a decision 
of the full Howard cabinet was required to approve Strattera for placement on the pharmaceutical benefits 
scheme. In that letter I wrote to Tony Abbott about Strattera, I highlighted not only my concerns, but also the 
fact that to that point numerous adverse reaction reports had been made about Strattera—from memory there had 
been 23 adverse reports. Those reports included an 11-year-old boy who was suicidal; a seven-year-old girl who 
tried to kill herself by throwing herself from a moving vehicle; an 18-year-old man who suffered from swollen, 
painful and tender testicles; a 24-year-old woman who wanted to kill herself; a 12-year-old girl who experienced 
anorexia, weight loss, fidgeting and compulsive behaviour that included ripping out fingernails and toe nails, 
picking and cutting clothing, and anger outbursts; a nine-year-old boy who developed abnormal behaviour, 
including strange facial expressions and bilateral eyelid ptosis, and who became very emotionally withdrawn; a 
nine-year-old boy who experienced aggression that was totally irrational for three days and became violent—all 
of which was totally out of character; an 11-year-old who became agitated, emotionally labile and experienced 
thoughts of self-harm; and a 13-year-old boy who experienced chest pains and exhibited hostile and aggressive 
behaviour—problems that immediately disappeared with the cessation of Strattera. I have just listed 10 of the 23 
adverse event reports that I brought to the attention of Tony Abbott, the then federal health minister. In that same 
letter I pointed out that it was reasonable to expect that those adverse events represented only the tip of the 
iceberg. At the time and to my knowledge—I only had statistics for the United States—it was estimated that 
between only one and 10 per cent of adverse events are reported to the Food and Drug Administration; that is, 
the FDA, the body responsible for monitoring drug safety in the US. I indicated that it was likely to be the same 
experience in Australia and that these 23 adverse event reports would therefore represent only the tip of the 
iceberg. Who knows? There may have been other seven-year-old girls who tried to throw themselves from 
moving vehicles as a result of taking this drug.  

Con Berbatis, an academic pharmacologist working at Curtin University of Technology, published an article this 
month, June 2008, in which he highlighted —  

In Australia, less than 2% of the more than 600,000 cases of severe adverse drug events (ADEs) 
encountered . . . by GPs are reported to the Adverse Drug Reactions Advisory Committee (ADRAC). 

ADRAC then reports those events to the TGA. That study, by a highly respected Australian researcher, has 
confirmed the US experience that only a very small proportion of adverse events are reported to the authorities 
and therefore to the TGA. That is why I indicated in my letter to Tony Abbot that it is reasonable to assume that 
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the 23 reported adverse events are only the tip of the iceberg, with many other events going unreported. I also 
highlighted the fact that Strattera carried a black box warning for suicidal ideation. Studies done by the drug’s 
manufacturer, Eli Lilly, indicate that those taking Strattera are likely to experience increased thoughts of a 
suicidal nature. Despite the fact that this drug carried a boxed warning for extreme adverse reactions—including 
suicidal ideation and a warning for severe liver injury leading to potential liver failure and possible death or, in a 
small percentage of patients, the need for a liver transplant—and despite the fact that there had been numerous 
severe adverse reactions reported in the short time that Strattera had been on the market—the drug first went on 
the market in 2004 and by October 2007 there had been 23 adverse reactions reported—Tony Abbot ignored my 
warnings. He did not even do me the courtesy of writing a personal response but fobbed off the task to 
Christopher Pyne, the assisting minister. Christopher Pyne wrote an absolute fob-off of a letter saying how 
important it was to have appropriate strategies to deal with ADHD and highlighting the need to strengthen the 
existing drug warnings about Strattera—something I already knew was necessary. He also highlighted the 
supposed strength of the Pharmaceutical Benefits Advisory Committee and the Therapeutic Goods 
Administration processes required for a drug to be listed on the PBS. It was an absolute non-response; it was 
rubbish and I was disappointed. In addition to my warnings, Dr Joe Tucci, as the CEO of the Australian 
Childhood Foundation, also wrote to Tony Abbott to highlight his concerns. From memory, the Australian 
Childhood Foundation went one step further than I did. I actually pleaded for the drug not to be included on the 
pharmaceutical benefits scheme; the Australia Childhood Foundation asked for the drug to be banned. Despite 
these pleas, nothing was done except that the drug was included on the pharmaceutical benefits scheme at a cost 
of $101.2 million over four years. To put that in context, the state government has over the same four-year 
period made a commitment to establish two clinics employing around 20 full-time equivalents to deal with kids 
who have attentional problems, primarily through non-biochemical interventions. The total budget for that is 
about $9 million. In that context, it can be seen that if the $101.2 million had been spent supporting those sorts of 
initiatives by state governments around the country, a lot of good could have been done instead of a lot of harm. 

What has happened since then? Was I flapping around in the breeze? Was I raising baseless concerns, despite the 
fact that there was a boxed warning for these drugs and that there had been numerous adverse event reports? Did 
I have it all wrong? Did Tony Abbott, the Therapeutic Goods Authority, the Pharmaceutical Benefits Advisory 
Committee and all the experts know better than I? Members can make their own judgement after I read to them 
some of the most recent adverse event reports we have encountered—these are provided by the Therapeutic 
Goods Administration. I will begin with the public case details that involve suicidal ideation. The first is dated 
11 April and details an 18-year-old male who was on Strattera and lithium carbonate. He experienced suicidal 
ideation, was acutely distressed and had auditory hallucinations that continued after he ceased taking lithium, but 
decreased after the Strattera was withdrawn. Another adverse event report was for a 20-year-old male who 
experienced intentional self-injury, agitation, anger, depressed mood, major depression, mental disorder, 
psychotic disorder and suicidal ideation. He has not yet recovered. A 25-year-old male who had been prescribed 
Strattera experienced suicidal thoughts, agitation and panic attacks. A report dated 18 January details the case of 
an 11-year-old boy who attempted suicide. It states — 

On the 18/11/07, approximately three months after beginning Strattera, patient attermpted suicide, 
headache, stomach cramps, muscle rigidity and poor concentration. 

This drug is meant to improve concentration; poor concentration is one of the symptoms of attention deficit 
hyperactivity disorder. This is an 11-year-old boy who attempted suicide after using the medication. 

There was another case of a 12-year-old boy who experienced suicidal ideation. The report states — 

On an unspecified date in Nov 2007, soon after starting medication, the patient experienced very strong 
suicidal ideation, was crying and talking about dead bodies and about hanging himself. 

That is hardly a surprise for a drug that carries a boxed warning about suicidal ideation.  

There is an event report of a six-year-old boy who did not have suicidal ideation, but was prescribed Strattera. 
The report states — 

2 weeks after starting the atomoxetine, — 

That is, Strattera — 

the patient experienced hypertension, epigastric pain and headache. 

This resulted in the prolonged hospitalisation of the child. 

I will pass over some of these cases and highlight some of the more severe ones. Another case is of a seven-year-
old boy who was also hospitalised for a prolonged period and experienced suicidal ideation, mood changes, self-
harming behaviour and withdrawal after an increase in dose of Strattera. The child experienced poor sleeping 
patterns, had heightened aggression and would not make eye contact. He also experienced anxiety, picked at his 
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skin, pinched himself and others and poked himself with a knife until he drew blood. This is a seven-year-old 
child attempting to draw blood as a result of suffering from Strattera. A 13-year-old boy developed psychosis 
and heard voices in his head. An 11-year-old boy was prescribed Strattera to complement Ritalin for the 
treatment of ADHD, under the influence of which he became suicidal and depressed. 

There are other events that I have not listed. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr M.P. WHITELY: All those events occurred after the listing of Strattera on the PBS on 1 July 2007. There 
are other adverse events that have not yet come to light that occurred between the time I highlighted my concerns 
about this drug in Parliament in November 2006 and the listing of Strattera on the PBS. These events have not 
yet come to light, but they occurred before Strattera was put on the PBS. I will enumerate some further cases. 

A person, age unknown, after six days of treatment experienced violent reactions including bizarre behaviour, 
hostility, fantasies, suicidal talk, anxiety attacks, distorted face and regressive behaviour. It is interesting to note 
in this case that despite the patient’s suicidal ideation, the clinician decided to persist with Strattera. A 48-year-
old female experienced thoughts of death and wanted to die, and suffered from nervousness, tingling in her arms 
and legs and numbness in her face and hands. She also had suicidal ideation. A six or seven-year-old boy 
experienced acute tachycardia. A nine-year-old boy was hospitalised for a prolonged period with hepatitis. The 
patient had an inflamed liver; the report states that an ultrasound also revealed that — 

. . . the portal triads of the liver had an echogenic appearance and there was tenderness overlying the 
liver. 

I cannot pretend that I know what that means, but given the warnings about Strattera in relation to suicidal 
ideation and severe and possibly fatal liver damage, it is something we need to be concerned about. A seven-
year-old boy experienced severe chest pain. The case report states that he also experienced — 

. . . what appeared to have been supraventricular tachycardia 2 weeks after a dose increase. 

That refers to a dose of Strattera. A further report details the case of a nine-year-old boy. A description of his 
behaviour states — 

Self-harm, slams his head against walls, has extreme mood swings, violent outbursts. Always angry, 
depressed or sad and said he wanted to kill himself. 

These events, along with the other adverse events I highlighted to Tony Abbott, have occurred mainly, although 
not exclusively, amongst children who have been using Strattera. I have done significant research on Strattera 
and on the background of how Strattera was approved for use in Australia. When Strattera first came onto the 
Australian market in early 2004, it was trumpeted as being a new milder and softer drug that did not have the 
addictive properties of other ADHD amphetamine-based drugs. I therefore thought it might be an alternative that 
was worth exploring. I actually went to Sydney and visited the manufacturer of this drug, Eli Lilly, and the 
company gave me its pitch. It was all very nice and cheerful, until I happened to ask the company representative 
a very pointed question about the side effects of this drug. The company completely avoided that question. That 
raised my concerns at the time. However, I must say that the events that have occurred subsequently with this 
drug have surprised even me.  

As I have said, I have done some research on how Eli Lilly was able to obtain initial approval for Strattera in 
both the United States and Australia. Eli Lilly presented a number of papers to support the use of Strattera—
which is the company’s brand name for atomoxetine hydrochloride—for the treatment of ADHD. I chose one of 
those papers at random to examine in detail. That paper is titled “Atomoxetine in the Treatment of Children and 
Adolescents with Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder: A randomized, Placebo-Controlled, Dose-Response 
Study.” That study was of 297 eight to 18-year-olds who had been diagnosed with ADHD. I have obtained a full 
critique of that study, and I will not go through it all, but I want to highlight the nature of the science that 
companies such as Eli Lilly use to get their drugs approved. The study was conducted in the United States, and it 
was attributed to 18 authors. Those authors are undoubtedly eminent people in their own right. The bottom line 
is that these 18 authors all receive some financial benefit from Eli Lilly, because they are either employees or 
shareholders of Eli Lilly, or they have acted as consultants and investigators for studies sponsored by Eli Lilly in 
other areas. In the whole of the United States, Eli Lilly could not find one person to conduct this study who was 
not already on its payroll. Not surprisingly, these authors found that the data on which they reported in their 
study provided additional evidence of the efficacy and safety of atomoxetine in older children and adolescents 
with ADHD, and that successful treatment with atomoxetine is associated with both symptomatic and functional 
improvement. It is not surprising that when these 18 employees, shareholders or consultants are asked to do a 
study, the information that they generate supports this drug that this company is trying to market.  
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Eli Lilly has put considerable effort into marketing this drug in Australia. The Sydney Morning Herald of 
15 April 2004 carried an article titled “Milder new drug hailed for attention disorder”. The article quoted a 
Mr McDowell, who said about Strattera —  

There are side-effects, but overall they’re milder and I suspect the likelihood that parents would stop the 
medication because of side-effects is less than existing medications. 

The message was that Strattera is a wonderful new drug that is milder, softer and friendlier than the 
amphetamine-based drugs that are currently being used to treat ADHD.  

An article in The West Australian of 16 April 2004 titled “Cut to Schoolyard Trade” states — 

A new non-stimulant drug to treat attention deficit hyperactivity disorder released in Australia this week 
could help cut the school playground trade in “kiddie speed”, a Perth paediatrician has claimed. Ken 
Whiting said atomoxetine hydrochloride, sold as Strattera, was a once-daily drug which did not contain 
the stimulants amphetamine or methylphenidate. Excluding stimulants also eliminated the possibility of 
addiction. Substance abuse is known to be higher in people with ADHD, although this risk can be 
reduced by up to 50 per cent with treatment. 

It went on to say — 

WA support group The Learning and Attentional Disorders Society (LADS) of WA said 
(Spokeswoman Michele Toner) families would welcome new, clinically proved options for better 
ADHD management. 

A whole package of these types of media releases was rolled out across Australia for this new drug that was 
being marketed as softer and milder.  

I have crossed swords with the Learning and Attentional Disorders Society quite often on this issue. LADS has 
said some quite uncomplimentary things about me. I will say simply that LADS receives funding from Eli Lilly 
and has done for quite some time. That is no state secret.  
Ms S.E. Walker: What was that? 
Mr M.P. WHITELY: LADS receives funding from the drug company that makes this supposedly wonderful 
softer and milder drug that in fact threatens children’s lives by causing suicidal ideation. 
Ms S.E. Walker: What is the company? 
Mr M.P. WHITELY: Eli Lilly.  
Ms S.E. Walker: For how long has LADS been receiving that funding? 

Mr M.P. WHITELY: I am not sure, but certainly for a number of years. To my knowledge, it also receives 
funding from two other drug companies. That says something about the independence of that organisation. Of 
course LADS will respond to that by saying nasty things about me. I am simply putting out the facts. That drug 
company sponsors this organisation, which in turn promotes its product.  

I have outlined the skeleton of my concerns about Strattera. My concerns about this issue have prompted me to 
write to the new federal Minister for Health and Ageing, Hon Nicola Roxon. In my letter, which is dated 5 June 
2008, I highlight the fact that I had written to the minister’s predecessor, Tony Abbott, requesting that Strattera 
not be subsidised through the pharmaceutical benefits scheme. I also highlighted the fact that Strattera was listed 
on the PBS at a cost of $101.2 million over four years, and that full cabinet approval had been obtained in April 
2007 for Strattera’s subsequent listing on the PBS on 1 July 2007. I attached to that letter a copy of my previous 
letter to Tony Abbott. I also highlighted the most recent adverse event reports, including the 11-year-old boy 
who had attempted suicide, the 12-year-old boy who had experienced strong suicidal ideation, the 14-year-old 
who had experienced suicidal ideation and prolonged self-harming, the 17-year-old boy who had experienced 
suicidal ideation, the six-year-old boy who had undergone prolonged hospitalisation for hypertension, the 13-
year-old boy who had been hospitalised for an extensive period, and the 13-year-old boy who had developed 
psychosis and heard voices in his head. I also sent the minister copies of all those adverse event reports. In the 
last paragraph of my letter I pleaded with the federal minister not to become compliant in the for-profit 
exploitation of children by allowing the continued subsidisation of this dangerous drug, and to reverse the 
decision of the Howard government to approve this drug for listing on the PBS. I suggested that by doing so they 
could save $101.2 million over the next four years, which could be better spent addressing the underlying cause 
of behavioural and learning difficulties in children.  

It is true to say that it is not Nicola Roxon or the Rudd government’s fault that we are in this position. However, 
they have inherited the decisions of the Howard government, and they have the responsibility to reverse those 
decisions.  
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Question put and passed.  
 


